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Theological.
SERMON.

« Judgment, also, will I lay to the line, and right-
eousmess to the plummet, and the hail shall sweep
away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow
the hiding place.”—Isaiah zxviit. 17.

My brethren, the first of all truths, and

the foundation of all religion, is, that there is

+ 8 God. It is almost as natural for us to be-
lieve that there is a God, as it is for us to be
."men; and there never has existed a nation,
~ who has not aeknowledged and worshiped a
Divinity. If, in any case, the tongue dares
to utter that there is no God, it either abso
lately contrad-cts the thought of the heart,

or is led away by the irregular emotions of

the soul, exhibiting, rather, its desire or
. wish, than what it really feels. Man’s

principal folly has not generally consisted
" 80 much in absolutely denying this selfevi-
" dent truth, as in contemplating God as a be-
- ing destitute of ~ome perfection, or in whom
, discordant perfectibns concentrate.

- If we look into the pagan mythology, we
i shall discover a disposition rather to admit

too many deities, than to deny any; for, says

St. Paul, “they turned the glory of the incor-
s ruptible Godinto an image, like to corruptible
» mun, aud into birds, and foar-footed beasts,
and creepin things” And it has been ob-
.served thal everything in the pagan world
"was deified, but God himself.

The ignorance of the Christian world has
f.appeared in a different way. For, while they
- have acknowledged but one ever-living and
; true God, thoy have robbed him of his glory,
. by atiempting to reconcile his unblemished

holiness with sin and impurity.

Although the Almighty, at some times,
- shrouds his providences in the mantle of ob-

scurity, so that all things seem to happen
alike to all for a season, yet afterward« he
;‘foebh out of that darkness and those clouds
"that surround him, and declares that though
he 18 a pardoning God, keeping mercy for
thousands that call npon him, yet he will by
no means acquit the guilty.

In the words of the text we hear him vin-
dicate his holiness, by assuring the Ephraim-
ites, notwithstanding their boasted strength
,and vain trust in the Assyrian army, which
‘he calls a refuge of lies, and a hiding place,
.that he will punish them® for their aposcasfr
and vain trast, by such agents as he shull

| think proper to employ, denominated, in the
‘text, hail, and floods of water. And lest they
ishould think that, according to his wonted
iforbearance, he would overlonk their base
.and repeated provocations, he declares that
he will judge them by a standard of the most
rigorous justice, which he represents by the
“figuges, ¢ putting judgment to the line, and
~righteousness to the plammet ”
bt ‘The design of the prophet seems to have
., been, to convince the Ephriamitesof the folly
'fnd danger of relying on insafficient means
“Jor help, while they neglected the only true
“fock of their salvation. And with a similar
i'design we have selested the words as the
i foundation of this discourse. We shall un-
dertake, then, '
| L. To point out some of the refuge of lies,
“aud some of the hiding places to which men
“resort, who continue in sin. And that such
bmay be apprised of their danger, boforo it is
;o late; we shall attempt,
., IL. To show how the searching of God's
righteous judgments shall confound their
‘expectations. And then,
v+ I Conclade with suitable exhortations.
¢ My brethren, on the division of tho sabject,
.Jou may be ready to say, as a cortain kinz
o suid of a man of God, “ 1 hate him, tor
L,go doth not prophesy good concerning me,
ibut evil.”” Buat your general neglect ot the
Puncerns of faturity, toscther with tho

‘which lowers over the sinner’s head, und the
verflowing billows of the wrath of God,
Which are almost ready to take you away
‘with all your false hopes: these, these are
dur apology  Exertions made to extinguish
flames, or to save property from conflugra-
tion, are usually rapid and violent; and
if such should be our present movement, you
‘will regard us us obeying the injunction ot
“8t. Jude, who commuands us to suve some
‘with fear, pulling them out of the firc.

1 Then, we are to point out the fulse hopes
of the rinner, denominated in the text re-
Juge of lies, and hiding place.

“"My brethgen, what does he do, who ven-
fares to conlinue nsin?  Ho cun notdety the
divine wrath: that is not in man. Neither
Loan hé acquicsco under tho terror of ity con-
%ethnces. How, then, does he support
imself, when the minister of Jesus Christ
i 6harges sin on him, us Nathan did on Duvid,
saying, with the authority of our Divine
Muster, thou art a transgressor of the luw of
(od, and art in danger of his wrath? Per-
Baps he will acknowledge tho charge! 1
havo sinned, and God be mercitul to us!

We have all sinned. 1 hope God will be
merciful to me, and so the wound is hoaled
ap. And this 18 one of the refuges of which
we designed to speak. It is true, that God
8 merciful ; but is this any reason that he
should save those who abunse his mercy.
Besides, God has no employment in heaven.
that would make the unrenewed and unholy
oul happy. But eternal salvation impliex
perfect happiness ; and, thercfore, in your
Prescnt stute you can not be saved.  When
fyou say that God is merciful, recollect thut
Bout “fow shall besaved 7 And whohastold you
Ibat you shall be oneof thay few?  You hope
you shall be saved, und I fear you will be lost
Which is the best founded, your hope, or
ey fear? God has said, * that the wicke!
Bkl be turned into hell, and all the nations
. t forget God.”

. Again, when beaten out of this refuge, he
il betake himselt to another equally de
peitful. O, says one, [ am in no danger, for
‘Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Are you
mre of this? Have you reflected on the na.
are of fuith 7 Recollect, O, man, what St
fames says on this-subject. ¢ Faith,” says
e, “ without works is dead. Show mo thy
With without thy works, and [ will ~how
Mee my faith by my worlks.”

B Recolleet that faith is a heart-purifying
LS co, which works by love, producing seri-
g concern about salvation. You say you
elicve. But when did you beliove? ¢I al
W¥ays belioved.” If this is your answer, you
Wevor bolieved  For we are ot b
‘ o of tuith and justifiation, bat in a state
BN unbelict and condemnation; for by nature
Sy uro tho children of wrath, even as others.
W Again, others will shelter themselves un:
the fig-leaves, as one calls it, of a blume
walk. Not long sinco I talked to o wo
6 on her death-bed, whose greatest refuge
om the wrath of God scemed to be, that
e had dono nobody any hurm. Bat does
e relizion of the gospel consint only in
gogntiven?  Such a religion as this might
0 for mountains and trees, but not for ra
mal and accountable agents.  OF what
pes Chiist rpeuk, us tho ground (in a wee-
dury sense) of tho tuture blessedness ot
L rlghwoua? “ Come, yo blessed of my
sther, inberit the kingdom prepared  tor
F D% from the fuundation ot 1he world.”
Wby | suys the astonished soul. Wil the
‘ ‘gt’ say, becuune you pever did U-“yh()d_)
* ! Will ho say, Weli done, good unn

harn inoa
\
|
|

s

fthtul servant, because you never killed
ybody, and have puid your just debts?

.| resolutions.

shoarse thunders of the cloud of vengeance,:

No. Bat, “I was an hungered, and ye gave
me meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me
drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me
1n; naked, and ye clothed me; [ was sick,
and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye
came unto me.”” So that, admitting you
never did any harm to your fellow.creature,
this is but a hiding place which the flood
shall overflow. But have you even this
negitive good? llave you never done to
any man, either white or black, anything
that you would not that he shou'd do unto
you? I very much doubt it. How, then,
can you escape, when the overflowing flood
shall pass through the land?
_Others, when pursued by discoveries of
fin, hide themselves in Church privileges
Chis"was the case with some in Jeremiah’s
time, who were notoriously wicked: and
yet, when a prophet pointed out their sin,
and the threatened penaliy, * Behold,” they
would say, * the temple of the Lord! the
temple of the Lord, are these.” God speaks
to them in the following manner: Will ye
steal, murder, and commit adultery, and
swear falsely, und burn inceunse to Baul, and
walk after other yods, whom ye know not,
and come, and «tund before me in my house,
which i~lcalled by my name’? My brethren,
although we feel disposed very highly to 8
teem Chuich privileges, be it known to
you, that the carnal professor, whose reli
gion has been merely externul, shall find
that his outward garb of veligicn is but a
refuge of lies. .
Othersthereare,who,when conviction takes
hold of them, and their sins and miseries are
plain before them, tuke réfuge in their good
Like Feléx, when Paul wax
reagoning befure him, they see and feel the
necessity of religion; and, like him, they
contrive to lose their present alarm in the
hope of future opportunity.

Permit me to addreess myseli’ to such 1o a
few expostulatory questions  Is the c¢onsid-
eration of sin and misery, and the means of
your escape from it, a business to be delay-
ed? Is there any concern that should be
considered so important ss8 the concern ot
8ilvation? Is there any hazard equal to
t e hazard of destraction? It a muan gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul, what
ix he advantaged? Isnot God a better judge
of the most proper time to seck salvation,
than thou art? And does he not ray, ¢ be-
hold, now is the accepted time, and now is
the day of salvation”? Have you sct any
time, when you are resolved to begin to seek
salvation? I fear you have not done even
this; or, if you have, when is it? It must
be at some future period, and how do you
know that this period will arrive? You
may be cut off, and in hell, before that time.
“ Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou
canst not tell what a day may bring forth.”

There is one other kiding place that I shall
mention, to which men resort, whan arrested
by the calls of grace; and that is, compar-
ing themselves with others. When the
truths of the law are pressed home to the
conscience, they begin to say, I am wicked,
it is true, but not worse than others. If I
am lost, I shall have abundance of company.
This may be. But what will this contribute
to thy happiness?! Though the rociety of the
blessed shall certainly increase their happi-
ness yet it is past all doubt, that the society
of the miserable shall increase their pain
O, sinner, what dost thou say? Art thou
willing to hazard the issue, be it what it
may ! Art thou willing to lie down in ever-
lasting sorrow, vainly hoping t at the so-
ciety of lost souls will make thy case toler-
able? O, consider the rich man. How anx.
ious was he that one should be sent to his
tather’s house to warn his brethreun, lest they
should glso come to that place of torment?
What pleasure can it be to o lost wonl, to ha
sarrounded by those who cun, by no meuans,
¢ uttibute, in the smallest degree, to his
uuppiness ?

My brethren, the smallest attention must
convince you that these rubterfuges, which
wo bave meutioned, are unsafe. They arve
not the hiding place ot tho gospel: and when
the fire shall try every man’s work, of’ what
sort it is, these 7o fuges of lies shall be cou-
sumed. Which leads to the second thing to
be considered, namely,

[1. How the righteous judgments of God
shull contound the expectations of  the
wicked.

My brethren, this is a state of discipline
and probanon. This is not the place de
signed by the allwise God for virtue to meet
with its tull reward, or for vice to receive its
full punishment.  In this world, wheat and
tares grow in the same icld: wheat and chatt
lic on the rame floor. Vice walks abroad
with an unblushing face, while virtue is
abandoned to destruction, and almost per-
petunl tears.  The Almighty scems o huve
distributed his talents, aud to have taken
his journey into a far country. But he has
given every necessary assurance thut the
righteous shall not always be forgotten, nor
tho wicked always prosper; tor “he hath ap
pointed u day in the which he will judge the
world in rigiteousness ;” and then the tures
shull be gathered in bundles to be burned,
and the wheuat shall be gathered into his
burn; but the chaff shall be blown away into
unquenchable fire.

‘I'no +tndard of right has met with such
violent thrusts as to becomo reclined.  In-
deed, judgment has fallen in the street.  But
the Almighty in that day will plant the
standard of equity, and with the line, and
plummet, will cause it to stand crect.  Aund
though the sinner may think the Almighty
such a one as himeself, unjust and unholy, yet
God will reprove him, and sot his sins in or-
der before him.

In this world, men put on fuces of decep-
tinn, but then every man shall appearin his
real character. Then wo shall be judged,
not according to tho opinions of mcn, but
by the standard of cternul truth. Not the
a-tions of men only shall be judged in that
day, but God will judgoe the seerets of_men’s
hearts by Christ Jesus. I imagino I hear
the Judge say to the unholy: Give an ac-
count of thy stewardship.

The wrembling sinner beging: Liovd.
[ was disposed to live in sin, and T trusted
to thy merey. 1 did hope to be saved in my
sing, notwithstanding thy word declared,
that without holiness none should sco thy
tace  As thou hast thus dishonored me, by
dishelioving my trutb, 1 also will dishonor
thee, by loading thee with everlasting chains
of darkness  Stand on my left.  Another,
8uys, Lord, I endeuvored to persuade myself
vhat 1 had faith. - Buat did not 1 tell thee,
that faith without works was dead, and
could not save a sinner?”  IHasten to the
left, for thine hypocrisy and selt’ deception.
‘Lord,”" saysa third, 1L did nobody any harm,
and I waws in thy Church, and [ thought this
would do.”  But did 1 not tell thee, replies
the Judge, that I must be worshiped in
apirit and in teuth ?  Hasten to the lett, and
ieel, forever feel, the guilt and baseness of
thy conduct.  Lord, pays a fourth, 1 Lhouglgt
continually that I would repent, but 1 puv it
off to & moro convenivut season.  Did I.n(n
often tell thee: This is the aceepted time,
and this is the day of salvation?  What hast
thou done to trifle with the calls of my
grace!  ‘Turn to the left; for [ havo stretehed
out my band, and you have not regur«lod.
I also will now laugh at your calamity and

fear. I thought, Lord, that I was as good
as the rest of the world, says a fitth, and
that .if I was lost, I should have company
enough. As thou hast lowered the standard
of holiness, and hast disbelieved my truth,
turn aside, and see what thy despairing com-
panions can do for thee. -

Then 1 hear him say to them in mass (this
is not the figure of a heated imagination):
“Go, ye cursed, into everlasting fire;”” and in
a moment ten thousand thunders burst upon
them, and billows of wo forever overwhelm
their souls. This must be thelot of all those
who forsake the fountain of living water,
and turn aside to lying vanities.

II1. My brethren, my dear brethren, let
me beseech you, while you may, to provide
more firm sapport, or you must sink forever.
Let us not-expect too much from the mercy
of Gud, or, in other words, let us not expect
to get to heaven without holiness of heart
Let us never think that a dead faith, which
does not produce good works, will save us
Let us not think that being in the Church
will do us any groi, unless we are watered
and fed by its ordinances. For surely our
condemnation will be greater, because of our
hypocriry und deception. And let us. also,
think ot the fire that shall be kindled in
G d's wratn, that shall barn to the lowest
nell, and consume the wicked. Liet us re-
pent and turn to Christ, the true hiding
‘place of the Gospel.

0
For the St. Louis Christiyv-. Advocate.
Proverbial Sermons, by Fletcher.

¢ Because I have called, and ye refused,” &c.

‘ PART II.

God calls thee, by his Church, a living em-
bodiment of the law and the gospel—a true
exposition of thy duty, and God’s claims to
thy service and worship—a touching exhibi-
tion of God’s mercy, in pardoning the rebel-
lious, and raising the weak and trembling
penitent to life and peace, and exalting him
to a glorious and blessed immortality. Here
thou hast the calls of thy God. All along
life’s pathway, ever and anon in thy earthly
pilgrimage, the towering temple meets thy
gaze, and, in silent grandeur, pcints towards
heaven, and tells thee of thy duty and thy
destiny. Worship is thy highest and most
sacred duty, and heaven is thy true destiny.
These temples speak of a mediatorial sacri-
fice, a slain victim, a consecrated altar, a
holy and acceptable worship. Within these
saored temples are crowds of living worship-
ers, reflecting light to cheer thy doubting
heart; honoring God in walk and conversa-
tion, that thy faith may be cncouraged;
praising the Redeemer, that thy soul may
bo made joyful, and pressing onward with
ardor and zeal, in the pathway of life, a liv-
ing example for thy imitation. The prayers
and entreaties of a faithful and earnest
Christian call thee from thy wandering and
rebellion, and would point thy anxious and
aching heart to a balm for all its sorrows.
Living, Christians appeal to thy ®very sym-
pathy and interest, and call thce to virtue
and to duty. Dying, Christians, in the sub
lime language of immortality, point thee to
the paradise of God, and bid three strive
and win. The struggles and triamphs of the
Church of God, for eighteen conturies, press
their accumulated testimony upon thy con-
~ideration, and call thee, by the highest mo-
tives—by the most sacred duties—to repent-
ance and laith. Amid the firon of
persecution, from the throes of martyrdom,
a voice, as from God, speaks: ¢ Bo thou

fioron

fuithful unto death, and I will give thee a-

crown of life.”  Wandering  prodigal,
thoughtless daughter of folly, hardened
xinner, heed these sucred mesrages, burdened
with tho odors of heaven, lest thy ingrati-
tudo and contempt bring wrath upon thy
soul.

God calls thee by his mercies—mercies
amid chitdhood’s earliest recollections. Thy
youth has been marked with his forbearance
and protection ; thy mavhood has enjoyed
his peculiar fuvor and infinite love, und, it
may be, trembling upon the verge of the
grave, even now thou art a living monu-
ment that his mercies fuil not, or thou hadst
long since been consumed.

“ Knowest thou not that his forbearance
would lead thee to repentance ?”

Look back upon thy past life. What
high-banded rebellion has marked thy
course !  What indifferenco to kind and

What contemptuous dis-
regard of divine law! What hatred of
righteousnoss!  What love of  worldly
pleasure !  And yety amidst all this, thou art
still a prisoner of hope; tho door of mercy
has not yct been closed ; thou mayest yet
repent and live. Ten thousand times thou
hust grieved the divine Spirit, and yet God
has not entered into judgmont with thee

God calls thee by his mercies, manifested 1n
thy being—thy exalted and immortal being
—in the. preservation of thy life, amid a
thousand unseen dangers—mercies rich and
infinite, exhibited in thy redemption from
sin and death. Calvary looms up before
thee, with all its tragic scenes—its gloomy
grandeur ; its fearful agony; a living embod-
iment of mercy, as infinite as God’s own
nature, and as boundless as his love tor thy
fullon race. Spurn not, oh reckless man, oh
gay daughter of frivolity, these messagoes of
mercy,

¢ For mercy knows the appointed bound,
And turns to vengeauce there.”

carnest cntreaty !

God calls thee by his judgments. Lite is
thino, oh man of mortality, to profit by ex-
perience. God rules in heaven and among
men ; let mortals fear. God speaks with
myriad voices, that thou mayest be without
excuso. If his mercies fail, his judgments
ocho forth his divine mandates; tremble,
lest thou incur his eternal wrath. Ilo has
giventhee prosperity, and thon hast been for-
getful; he sends adversity, that thou mayest
congider.  llo has given thee a heart to
lcve, and thou hast becomoe idolatrous; he
sends tho sad messenger of death; thy idol
perishes, that thy atfections may be turned
to heaven. Ile bestows wealth, and thou
art proud; he sends poverty, to teach thy
heart humility. He speaks in tho stern
language of want, and gaunt famine stalks
abroad, to teach the world dependence. He
gpeaks in the desolating and bloody voice
of war, that kings may leurn who holds the
scepter of empire. ¢ The race is not to the

swift, nor the battle to the strong.” He
sends the noisome pestilence, that man may
know his frailty.

“ Judgment and justice are the habitations
of thy throne, oh God.” These are his calls,
frail mortal; see thou héed well the mes-
sage, and bow to his divine rule, “lest he
tear thee in pieces, and there be none to de-
liver.” "The day of Judgment hastens; trem-
ble lest it find thee arebel without pardon,
a sinner without hope, and “God mock thee
when thy fear cometh.”

May 20, 1860.

Communications.

For the St. Loais Christian Advocate.

Emulation and Praise.

Nothing rouses to action, and calls forth
the best and most lofty aspirations of the
soul, like emulation. Wherever it exists, no
matter in what station of life it is found—
whether it inhabit the bosom of a prince or
a peasant—and no matter what the subject
in reference to which it is excited, it is sure
to produce something fine. Could govern-
ment be so formed, as, in all i 8 operations,

the other, and reward thé successtul candi-
date with marks of favor and distinction,
such a government might be expected to
realize more than even Hume’s ¢ Ideal Re-
public.” Of course this emulation should be
directed to proper objects, and always have
in view, whatever the other ends to be at-
tained, the cause of virtue and truth. The
difficulty, indeed, would be in giving it a
right direction. There is always much com-
petition and rivalry, and rushingztowards the
goals of life, which are thought desirable
from the comforts they dispense, or the ne-
cessities they supply. If human energies
were generally excited in the same degree
to obtain knowledge ; if men would suffer
and do as much in the practice of lofty pub-
lic virtues, as they do for the acquisition of
wealth, for instance, what a “ beau ideal "’ of
society should we, indeed, have!

But, though this can never be in reference
to the many, still public opinion may do
much towards enlisting a favorite few, and
simply by & just “commendation on parts
well sustained.” The advantage of praice
is often undervalned. There is a prejadice,
I think, s0 to speak, against giving expres-
sion to approbation that is even well deserv
ed. The motive alleged is, that it often pro-
duces vanity and self conceit. In a few in-
stances, it possibly might, but even these are
no crimes; and in how many more instances
would it excite a generous emulation to at-
tain still greater excellence!

¢ Praise,” says Dr. Youn
) g7

¢t Is the salt that seasons right to man,

And whets the appetite'for moral good.”

¢ Degire of praise first broke the patriot’s rest,
And made a bulwark of the warrior’s breast ;
It bids Argyle in flelds and senates shine—
‘What more can prove its origin divine?”

And yet how very careful are we of praising
our friends! It would often seam wa fearnd
much less, su far as they are concerned, the
effeet of detraction or illiberal criticism than
praise, and yet what is more grateful than
'to bestow praise where it is well deserved ?
The g~morouB busom oyerflows to pour forth
its offerings at the holy shrine of friendship,
tocommand some glorious achievement; some
struggle ruccessfully maintained; patient suf-
tering heroically endured; firmness in danger;
constancy in misfortune—to cheer him on
who has proved true to himsclf, and been
“ faithful tound among the fuithless”—who,
though fortune frowned and world derided,
shrunk not, swerved not, but, self-poised and
self-sustained, bore him stoutly up, asserting
the firmness of truth, the stability and stead
fastness of virtue. And yet what like praise
could reward the actor, or excite emulation
to a repetition of the act! Praise excites
emulation, and emulation will beget farther
praise. Beng. A. FRANKLIN.

North St. Lowis, Mo., May 26th, 1860.

———
For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.
Kiundling a Fire on Sunday.

In tho thirty-fifth chapter ot Exodus, we
find a verse that reads as follows : “ Ye shall
kindle no fire throughout your habitations
upon the Sabbath day.” .

“ Well,” says the skeptic, “to say no
more, that’s a hard law in a cold country.”

It is right to respect every command of
God ;- but he never commands where it
would disagree with goodness and mercy to
obey. Taking the general tenor of the
Scriptures for our gunide, we think we would
be perfectly safe in saying, that the above
does not forbid making a fire to warm by
upon the Sabbath. There must, then, be
some other purpose in view. We think it is
this—not to kindle a fire for the purpose of
cooking upon the Sabbath day. This could
be done on the day preceding—on the day
of preparation. If it was of enough im-
portance for God to enact a special law to
govern the Jews in their cooking arrange-
ments on the Sabbath day, surely it is of
enough importance for Christians to regard
it at the present day. J. E. Bryan.

0
For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.

Mer. Epitor: Will you allow me to say a
few words, through your columns, te our
Methodist Church goers, not 8o much with
tho object of reproof, as to call their atten-
tion to a very bad habit, which, I am sorry
to say, I have noticed to be almost universal
in our congregations. I can find no fault
with them during the services; they aro gen-
erally attentive, decorous and patient (when
the occasion requires); but, immediately
after the benediction is pronounced, we
have, substituted for the fervent prayer and
the impressive sermon, confusion, idle con-
versation, and sometimes laughter. Now,
Mr. Editor, could you, or any other thought-
ful Christian, after mingling in the solemn
devotions offered to the Throne of Grace, en-
gage in converaation or laughter with those
surcounding you, without feeling that you

A nation.

had committed a fault in not paying due re-
spect to the house of God.
Wo need reform in this matter. F.
St. Louis, May 30.

From Harper’s Weekly.

Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

The Quadrennial or General Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, whose ses-
sion is now being held in Buffalo, New
York, represents one of the largest and most
successtul Protestant denominatiuns in the
New World. We submit to our readers the
portraits of its bishops, who preside in suc-
cession over the assembly :

BISHOP MORRIS.

Dr. Morris is senior Bishop of the denomi-
He is a native of Virginia, and is
now about sixty-six years old. He joined
the Methodist Church in his twentieth year,
and began bhis ministerial travels, in the
Ohio Conference, in 1816. He was a labori
ous and successful itinerant, in several of the
Western States, for nearly twenty years,
enduring all the privations, and encounter-
ing many of the adventures, which were
incident to the early Methodist minis
try in the West. He tells many a capital
story of that heroic age of his people; and no
man can’ tell them better than the good

| directly to call upon esch “citizen to ei‘n’uﬁte‘“&sho p; for, though supposed ta be charac-

teristioally taerturny;-he has & rare but quiet
humor, which flows exhaustlessly on befit-
ting occasions. In 1834, he was appointed
editor of the Western Christian Advocate, at
Cincinnati. In 1836, he was ordained a
bishop. IHe is & man of few words, but
thorough sense; presides with a complete
mastery of his duties, preaches sermons re-
markable for their brevicy, terseness, and
unction, and is considered to be a man of
almost infallible safety as a counselor. He
is small in stature, noticeably rotund, and
presents a physiognomy grave without se-
verity, calm without stolidity. He is the
author of a successful volume of sermons—a
rare-fact  this day; some 16,000 volumes
have been sold. A volume of *Miscellanies”
has also been contributed, by his pen, to the
growing literature of his Church. His
writings are distinguished by real ability,
good sense, apt illustrations, and a style of
rare condensation, vigor, and simplicity.
BISHOP JANES.

Dr. Janes.is well known to the American
public, especially in this section of the
country ; for a more energetic and devoted
man is not to be found in the ecclesiastical
ranks of the nation. Small in person, not
robust in health, but really an invalid most
of his public life, and with a voice of almost
feminine weakness, he has, nevertheless,
traveled, preached, made speeches, and man-
uged the great interests of Lis denomination
with such unrelaxing assiduity, eloquence,
and good sense, that a more effective repre-
sentative of Methodism is not to be found
among all its hosts; nor has he been sur-
passed, in these respects, since the veteran
Asbury’s day.

He wus born in Sheffield, Massachusetts,
April 27, 1807. He entered the ministry, in
the Philadclphia Conference,in 1830. After
ten years of indefatigable labors, he was
elected one of the Secretaries of the Amert-
can Bible Society, in 1840. His activity in
this office was extraordinary, and his exten-
sive travels, as an advocate of the Society,
brought him into general acquaintance with
the Christian public throughout the country.
He is master of his position as a bishop, to
which dignity he was promoted in 1844.
During the rixteen years since his election,
he bas traversed the nation continually. As
@4 preachor, Lo is, in spito of physical disabil-
ities, not only eloquent, but powerful, simple

in nfyln,‘mofh(v‘;(-_n' in arrang ment.v.'lm-ﬁ! ;
illustration, and pungent in exhortation. He

is always ready and successful as a platform
speaker. He has the reputation ot uncom
mon talents-as a manager of the great finan-
cial, educational, and kindred atfairs of his
Church. The Roman hierarchy would, in
fine, be proud of a man of such capabilities.

BISHOP SCOTT.

Dr. Scott was born at Cantwell’s Bridge,
Newcastle, Delaware, October 11, 1802, and
i, therefore, nearly fifty-eight years old.
He entered the Methodist ministry, in the
Philadelphia Conference, in the year 1826,
and occupied * circuits” in Delaware and
Maryland, and ¢“stations” in Philadelphia,
down to the year 1840, when he was ap-
pointed Principal of Dickinson Grammar
School, at Carlisle, Pennsylvania. His suc-
cessful self education procured him the titles
ot A. M.and D. D. He has been a member
of every General Conference of the Method
18t Episcopal Cburch since 1882, On leaving
Carlisle, he resumed his pastoral labors in
Ptiludelphia. In 1848, he was elected Book
Agent to the Methodist Book Concern, in
this city, where he continued till 1852, when
he was chosen Bishop, by the largest ballot
given for the fuur candidates then elected.
He is tall and slight in person; his hair is
“sandy ;" his eyes blue; nose large and well
formed; mouth chiseled to an expression of
much retinement. Moral and mental refine-
ment is, indeed, the characteristic of his
physiognomy. Ile presides with quiet dig-
ity ; dirpatches business rapidly, but with.
out hurry, commands universal deference by
his amiable Christian character, and preaches
always with interest and profit. He appears
enfeebled by chronic disease, and age begins
to mark his face and mien.

BISIOP SIMPSON.

Bishop Simpson was born in Cadiz, Ohio,
June 21, 1810. IIe has always been an ex-
ample of Western energy; of a strenuous
physique, bold but cautious intellect, inde-
fatigable labors, and great popular success.
He mastered the German language before he
was nine years old; and, later, the Latin,
Greek, Hebrow, and IFrench, besides a thor-
ough course of mathematics. He graduated
at Madison College, where he received the
instructions of Drs. Bascom and Elliott.
About 1833, he abandoned the profession of
medicine, for which he had been licensed,
and began his career as a Methodist preacher
on West Wheeling Circuit, Virginia. After
four years of pastoral labor, ho was ap-
pointed Professor of Natural Science in Alle-
ghuny Coilege, Pennsylvania, and in 1839
was clected President of Indiuna Asbury
Uuniversity, whence he removed, in 1848, to
Cincinnati, to take editorial charge of the
Western Christian Advocate. In 1852, he
was elected bishopr Personally, Dr. Simp-
son i8 not imposing; he stoops somewhat;
bis face is a small, sharp triangle ; his fore-
head a cap-ital refutation of phrenology ; his
voice harsh and badly managed ; his action
in the pulpit defective, and even awkward ;
bat, as a public speaker, few men in his
Church equal him, and none surpass him.
Ilis energetic and versatile intellect warms
as ho proceeds, till it blazes, and throws an
irresistible spell over his large audiences.
He shows mastery in cverything he at-
tempts, and is now recognized &s one of the
“gtrongest”’ men of his denomination. His
late visit to England produced a sensation
through the ranks of British Methodism.

) BISHOP AMES.
Dr. Ames is a native of Athens, Ohio, and

was born May 20, 1806. He studied at the

Ohio University ; was tutor in M‘Kendree
College, lilinois, in 1828 and 1829 ; was sent
out to preach, by the famous Peter Cart-
wright, in 1830. ¢ Uncle Peter,” it is said,
would always * make or break” his young
“itinerants.” He effectually made Dr. Ames.
In 1830, he was-chosen Corresponding Sec-
retary of the Missionary Society, and trav-
eled, in that capacity, more than 25,000
miles the ensuing four years. In 1852, he
was elected bishop. He has a noble ¢ per
sonal presence,” calm but strong features, a
remarkably clear head, is a capital parlia-
mentarian, is always self-possessed, and ren-
ders it difficult for his Conferences to get into
a “flurry,” however exciting the subject in
debate. A species of quiet magnetism seems
to emanate from him, and pervade the
assembly ; stentorian disputants find it
strangely difficult4o get “into liberty” under
his presidency, but business proceeds rapidly
and safely. He is considered one of the
most capable of ecclesiastical managers, and
competent to have taken rank as a first-rate
statesman. As a preacher, he is always in-
structive, practical, and effective. The * re-
pose” which usually characterizes genuinely
great men is obviousin all his acts,and gives
a quiet dignity to his features and his whole
bearing. 4 _
BISHOP BAKER.

Dr. Baker is the junior Bishop of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. He was born
in Marlow, New Hampshire, in 1812, and
was educated by the late Dr. Wilbur Fisk,
at Wilbraham, Massachusetts, and the Wes-
leyan University, Middletown, Connecticut.
[be venerable Liaban Clark licensed him to
preach in 1830. In 1834, he became a
teacher in the Methodist Academy at New-
bury, Vermont, and, in 1839, was chosen its
Principal. In 1844, he began his “itinerant”
labors, and in 1847 was appointed Profesor
in the Methodist General Biblical Institute
at Concord, New Hampshire, whence he
was called tothe Ipiscopate in 1852. Bishop
Baker is stout almost to corpulency; his com-
plexion blooms with health ; his features ex-
press great modesty and amiability—nhis
head is large, his eyes of hazel color, his
mouth generous. In the pulpit, heisalways
interesting, without being remarkable. Both
his intellect and his character are marked
chiefly by an exact balance of qualities. He
is copsidered a thorough legalist in Church

.| questions; and one of his worksis among the

recognized standards of Methodist legal in
terpretation. He is, we believe, the only
man besides Bishop Morris,among the pres-
ent Methodist Bishops, who has appeared as
an author.

Facts in Relation to Meteors.

Several persons haye been struck dead by
stones falling from the heavens; for instance,
a monk at Cremas, on the 14th September,
1511 ; another monk at Milap;in 1650 ; and
two Swedish sailors, on board ship, in 1674.
Meteors, shooting stars,and aerolites, arenow
generally regarded as the same thing. On
clear nights, the number of shooting stars
which may be seen from one point of ob-
gervation averages about eight per hour.
When we consider that a fall of stones
would not be noticed if it occurred in half of
North America, three-fourths of South
America, one.fourth of Europe, three-fourths
of Asia, seven-eighths of Africa, and nine-
tenths of the ocean, and connect this consid-
eration with the list below of those which
have been observed, we may understand
that the earth is being almost constantly
pelted with these flying rocks. Shooting
stars are apt to appear in great numbers in
August, and about the middle of November.

Humboldt thought that the observations of

the sun’s disk, which have been noticed.
may have been caused by masses of these

littla xi;an ts coming between us and the
sun. rolessor rierce Sﬁyg that wne mosieur

of 1783 was half a mile in diameter, and
moved at the rate of 20 miles in a second ;
this is 60 times greater than the velocity of
a cannon-ball. The word “meteor” is de-
rived from the Greek word meteoros, mean-
ing high, sublime. Pliny gives an account
of the fall of three large stones in Thrace,
452 before Christ. A stone weighing 260
pounds, fell at Eunsisheim, Upper Rbhine,
Nov. 7, 1492. Carden Verat mentions the
fall of 1,200 stones, near Padua, in Italy, in
the year 1510; one of them weighed 120 1bs.,
and another 60 1bs. A stone, weighing 59
Ibs., fell on Mount Vaise, France, November
27, 1627. .

In January, 1706, a stone of 72 Ibs. weight
fell near Liarissa, Mucedonia. A stony mass
fell at Niort, in Normandy, in 1750. Two
large stones, weighing 20 pounds, fell at
Liponas, in Breese, September, 1753. A
~hower of stones fell at Plunn, in Bohemia,
July 3,17563. Two stones, weighing 200 and
300 1bs., fell near Verona, in Italy, in 1762.
A stone, weighing 7} 1bs., fell at ILuce,
France, September 13, 1768. There was an
extensive shower of stones in the environs of
Agen, France, July 24, 1790. There was a
shower of stones near Boquefat, France, in
July, 1789. A stone, weighing 10 Ibs, fell
in Portugal, on Feb. 10, 1796. There was a
shower of stones at Bonares, East Indies,
Dec. 19, 1798. A stone of 56 Ibs. weight,
fell at Wold Cottage, Yorkshire, England,
Dec. 13, 1795. A stone, weighing about 20
tbs., fell at Sale, France, March 17, 1798.
On April 26, 1803, several stones, weighing
from 10 to 17 1Ibs. each, fell near L’Aigle, in
France. = A large stone fell near Glasgow,
Scotland, April.5, 1804. Dec. 14, 1807, a
number of stones fell at Weston, in Connec-
ticut. April 19, 1808, a stone fell at Bengo
San Domino, Italy. 1808, May 22d, a stone
weighing four or five pounds, fell at Stanen,
Moravia. 1808, April 3d, a stone fell at
Lisa, Bohemia. 1809, June 17, a stone,
weighing six ounces, fell on board of an
American vessel, in latitude 30°58' N., lon.
70°25 W. 1810, Jan. 30th, a number of
stones, some of which weighed about two
pounds each, fell in Caswell county, North
Carolina.

In July, 1810, a great stone fell at Shaha-
bad, India, which burned five villages, and
killed several men and women. August 10,
1810, a stone, weighing 7% Ibs., fell in county
Tipperary, Ireland. Nov. 23, 1810, stones
fell at Mortelli, Villerai, and Moulinbrule,
France ; one of these weighed 40 1bs., and
another 20. March 12,1811, astone weighing
15 ibs., fell in the province of Pultowa, Rus-
sia. July 8, 1811, a number of small stones,
one weighing 3% ounces, fell near Berlan-
guillas, Spain. April 10, 1812, a shower of
stones fell near Toulouse, France. April 15,
1812, a stone of the size of a child’s head fell
at HBrxleben. August 5, 1812, stones fell at
Chantonay. March 14, 1813, stones fell at
Cuatro, in Calabria. Sept. 10, 1813, several
stones, one of which weighed 17} 1bs,, fell at
Limerick, in Ireland. 1814, Feb. 8d, a stone
fell at Bucharcst, in Russia. Sept. 5, 1814,
stones, some of which weighed 8 1bs,, fell
near Agen, France. Nov. ), 1814, a number
of stones, of which 19 were found, fll in the
Doab, in India. Ieb. 18, 1815, a stone fell
in Duralla, in India. The list could be con-
tinued to the present time, if we had space.
—Scientific American.

If you fall into misfortune,disengage your
selt as well as you can. Creep through the

bushes that have the fewest briars.

The White Stone.

«To him that overcometh, will I give a white
stone.”—Rew. 4. 17.

It is generally thought, by commentators,
that this refers to an ancient judicial cus-
tom of dropping a black stone into an urn,
when it is intended to condemn, and a white
stone when the prisoner is to be acquitted ;
but this is an act so distinct from that de-
scribed—¢ I will give thee a white stone”—
that we are disposed to agree with those
who think it refers, rather, to a custom of a
very different kind, and not unknown to the
classical reader, according, with beautiful
propriety, to the case before us.

In primitive times, when traveling was
rendered difficult, from want of places of
public entertainment, hospitality was exer-

extent ; of which, indeed, we find frequent
traces in all history, and in none more than
the Old Testament. Persons who partook
of this hospitality, and those who practiced
it, frequently contracted habits of friend-
ship and regard for each other, and it be-
came a well-established custom, among the
Greeks and Romans, to provide their guest
with some particular mark, which was
handed down from father to son, and in-
sured hospitality and kind treatment when-
ever it was presented. This mark was
usually a small stone or pebble, cut in half,
and upon.the halves-of .which the host and
the guest mutually inscribed their names,
and then interchanged them with each
other.
quite sufficient to insure friendship for them-
selves or descendants, whenever they trav-
eled again in the same direction, while it is
evident that these stones required to be
privately kept, and the names written upon
them carefully concealed, lest others should
obtain the privileges, instead of the persons
for whom they wero intended.

How natural, then, the allusion to this
custom in the words of the text: «“ I will
give him to eat of the hidden manna!” and,
having done, having made himself partaker
of my hospitality, having recognized him
as my guest—my friend—¢“I will present
him with the white stone, and in the stone
a new name writton, which no man know-
eth, saving he who receiveth it.” 1 will
give him a pledge of my friendship, sacred
and inviolable, known only to himself.— Rev.
H. Blunt.

DrckENs’ Apvice To PrEacHERS.—Chas.
Dickens recently attended a preaching ser-
vice, in a Londen theater, for the poor.
After remarking upon the fact that but tew,
comparatively, of that class were there, he
gavo the following advice to preachers,
which may be worth something, even though
it comes from a novelist: “In the New Tes-
tament, there 'is the most beautiful and
affecting history conceivable by man, and
there are the terse models for all prayer and
for all preaching. As to the models, imitate
them, Sunday preachers ; else why are they
there? Consider. As to the history, tell it.
Some people can not read; some people wifl
not read. Many people (this especially
holds among the young and ignorant) find it
hard to pursue the verse-form in which the
Book is presented to them, and imagine that
those breaks imply gaps and want of contin-
uity. Help them over that first stumbling-
block, by setting forth the history in narra-
tive, with no fear of exhausting it. You
will never preach so well, you will never
move them so- profoundly, you will never
send them away with half so much to think
of. Which isthe betterinterest, Christ’s choice
of twelve poor men to help in those merciful
wonders among the poor and rejected, or the
pious bullying of a whole union full of pau-

the

the ruler’s daughter; the other figure at the
door, when the brother of the two sisters
was dead, and one of the two ran to the
mourner, crying, ¢ The Master is come, and
calleth for thee? Let the preacher who will
thoroughly forget himself, and remember no
individuality but one, and no eloquence but
one, stand up before four thousand men and
women, at the Britannia Theater, any Sun-
day night, recounting that narrative to
them, as fellow-creatures, and he shall see &
sight.”

Tre Crocraw INpIaNs.—The Far West
correspondent of the Boston Journal, writes
that the Choctaws have ‘a permanent fund
of more than $1,000,000 in the hands of our
Government, inclading $100,000 set apart
for school purposes. The interest. is paid
annually, affording them a revenue of $60,-
000, which meets all their governmental and
edueational expenses, and obviates the neces-
sity of taxes. There are ten “mission”
boarding schools in the Nation, at which, in
addition to the common and higher English
branches, the boys are systematically exer-
cised in farm labor, and the girls initiated
into the manifold mysteries of housewifery.
The Methodists have charge of most of these
institutions, but several are conducted by the
Presbyterians. Some six hupdred children
are receiving instructions in these schools.

—

Prodigals are born misers, and butterflies
are born of grubs.

It will afford sweeter happiness in the
hour ot death to have wiped one tear from
the cheek of sorrow, than to have raled an
empire.

Despise nothing because it seems weak.
The flies and locusts have done more hurt
tnan ever the bears and lions did.

Whenever I find a great deal of gratitude
in a poor man, I take it for granted that
there would bo as much generosity if he
were a rich man.—Cullen.

The great Dr. Johnson was wont to say
that a habit of looking at the best side of
every event is far better than a thousand
pounds a year.

The importation of foreign distilled spirits
into the United States in the year 1859,
amounted to $5,300,680, or nearly a million
and a half more than in 1888. Of this

amount of this article ever received in one
year.

The Courier and Enquirer announces the
discovery of a new silver lead mine in Penn.
sylvania, “within eight hours’ ride of the ecity
of New York,” the ore from which has been
examined, among other “reliable men,” by
Prof. Torrey, of the Assay Office, and found
to yield silver to the value of “ three times
the rich placers of Arizona.”

A Chinese merchant in San Francisco
tersely gave an American friend his idea on
the Japanese Embassy’s reception in this
country, as follows:

“Japanese great men RNOW—Americans
want more Treaty — by'n’by Treaty be
signed, Jupanese like anybody—just like

Chinese—just like nigger.”

cised by private individuals to a very great

The production of this tessera was .

pers? What is your changed philosopher to .
wretched me, peeping in at the door out of

d of my life, when
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